
Lesson 2: King John I and the Magna Carta!

Insert a copy of the lesson plan on this slide.
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Prior Learning

Have you ever heard of King John I?

What sort of king was he? 

Have you ever heard of the Magna 
Carta? 

What might it be?



Our Knowledge Organiser



Key Vocabulary

• Prison
• Trial
• Tax
• Power
• Rule
• King John
• Barons
• Magna Carta



L.O: To understand that King John made an important promise to
the people of England. 
Success Criteria:

• I can write a sentence to promise not to take everyone’s money (taxes)
• I can write a sentence to promise not to throw people in jail without a fair trial. 
• I can use and understand the words; trial, tax. 

prison                rule

trial                  King John

tax                   Barons

power                Magna Carta

Here are today’s key words:



The pyramid shows the hierarchy. Please discuss 
with your child.



Task 1

Using the sheet or by drawing your own, create 
your own pyramid to show the Feudal Society. 



Teach

Today we are going to focus on the story of King John I. 

He was a mean and nasty King, he took lots of money of 
people (taxes) and would throw people into jail without a 

fair trial – even for a small mistake. 

Eventually his Barons captured him and made him stop. 
They got him to sign an important document – the Magna 

Carta. He made promises to the people of his country. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zT4hkAxzLg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zT4hkAxzLg


Talk Task

Why were the Barons angry with king John?

What did the Barons persuade King John to do?

What promises were made in the Magna Carta?



Task 2
With a grown up think about your own Magna Carta. 
If you were in charge what rules would you give 
people?

Think about:
 Taxes
 Prison
 Trials

I promise to………..



Remember…

The Magna Carta was very important because 
it made the King follow the laws of the land! 

We all must follow the laws of the land.


