
The importance of saying 
sorry and what it means.



Have a think…

• What does the word sorry mean?

• What can the word sorry do?

• Why might we need to say sorry?



Watch (or the story is on this PPT)

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_FCbdfUvtw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p_FCbdfUvtw


•What did Zacchaeus do wrong?
•Why was it important that he corrected 
his mistake?

•What can we say to people who tell you 
they are sorry?



Copy and complete the sentences -

•I know that it is important to say sorry 
because...

•I said sorry when ...

(you can draw a picture afterwards if you 
choose to)



• Remind the children that forgiveness is also important as we 
all make mistakes.
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One day, Jesus went to visit 

the city of Jericho.



The people of Jericho were a very sad people. Why 

were they sad?  They were sad because they had to 

pay taxes … and their taxes were very high.



The reason their taxes 

were so high was that 

there was a dishonest 

tax collector in the city. 

The tax collector’s 

name was Zacchaeus.



Zacchaeus would always collect 

more tax than people owed.

He would give part of the money 

to the Roman government and 

keep the rest for himself!



Zacchaeus heard that Jesus 

was coming to Jericho.  He 

wanted to see Jesus, but he 

was so short that he could 

not see above the heads of 

the people who crowded 

around Jesus.

He saw a Sycamore tree 

nearby and decided to climb 

the tree so that he could see 

Jesus.



He climbed…



And climbed…



And climbed…



And climbed…



And climbed…



And climbed…



And climbed…



And climbed…



Until finally, he was perched high in 

the top of the tree!



When Jesus passed 

by, he looked up in 

the Sycamore tree 

and saw Zacchaeus.

“Zacchaeus, you 

come down,” Jesus 

said.  “I am going to 

your house today.”



Zacchaeus climbed 

down from the tree 

as fast as he could.

Jesus went with 

Zacchaeus to his 

house and had 

dinner with him.



Some of the people were very angry with Jesus 

because he went to the home of Zacchaeus.



But once Jesus was in his 

home, Zacchaeus changed.

He told Jesus that he would 

give half of his money to the 

poor -- and if he had cheated 

anyone -- he would pay them 

back.  He promised to repay 

them four times the amount 

he had stolen.



That day a lot of people in Jericho were much 

richer -- and much, much happier.



Zacchaeus was happy too! 

Jesus had changed his life!
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