
Architecture and Sculpture

Year 1 



Scheme unit / Overview



Lesson Plan



Lesson 5

Study of 
Degas’ Little 

Dancer



Knowledge Organiser



What do we already know?

o I know that a person who creates a
sculpture is called a sculptor.

o I know that sculptures can be made
from different materials.

o I know that sculptures are 3D.



Key Vocabulary

Sculpture

Sculptor

Material 

Wax

Clay

Bronze



What are we learning today?

LO: I can paint a sculpture.

Success Criteria:

o I can mix three colours together.

o I can paint all of my sculpture.

o I can use smooth brushstrokes.



Teach

“Hey Year 1! It’s Andy
again! I’m going to show
you a picture of a
famous painting and
sculpture.

Can you think about
what is similar and
different about them?”



Teach

Degas

Dancer tilting

1883



Teach

Degas

Little Dancer Aged 
Fourteen

1880-81



What is similar and what is different?



Teach

“Edgar Degas created
both of these images
from sketches he made
of ballerinas.

Edgar was a sculptor and
painter (like me!).

Remember, a sculptor is
an artist who makes
sculptures.”



Teach

“Edgar Degas made his
first sculpture from
wax. After he died,
some people thought
they would copy his
sculpture but make it
out of bronze instead!”



Teach

“Which material do you
think is stronger and
why?

Which one do you think
would last longer and
why?

Why do you think some
people made Degas’
sculptures out of bronze
after he died?”



Talk Task

Which sculptures are made from bronze 
or not bronze?



Teach

“Last week we looked at
the artist Myung Nam An.

What material did we
make our sculptures out
of?

What did they look like?”



Talk task



Task / Model

“Today we are going to paint
our sculptures.

What colours will we use?

Where will you put your
colours?

How will you mix your
colours?”



Task / Model

“Remember...

Use bright colours!

Use no more than 3
colours to paint.

Use careful and smooth
brushstrokes.

We can paint them with
PVA glue when they are
dry so they are shiny.”



Task / Model

“We can paint our sculptures
next week, once they are
dry!”

Here are some more ideas...



Plenary / Step for Depth

“Find a partner. Tell them
what you think is successful
about your sculpture. That
means, what is good about it!

What would you do
differently next time? Is
there anything that could
make your sculpture even
better

Great work everyone!”



“See you 
soon!”


