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Let’s Listen

What did you notice at the very beginning of the 
music?

When music goes from very quiet to loud it is 
called a crescendo.

Create a crescendo by clapping very quietly and 
gradually getting louder.

Rhapsody in Blue by George Gershwin

Listen to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VAuTouBhN5k



Prior Learning

• We know that music has dynamics and that 
dynamics can affect the mood of a piece of 
music.

• Last week we listened to ‘In the Hall of the 
Mountain King’ by Edvard Grieg and we talked 
about how the dynamics and tempo were used 
to build up tension.



Our Knowledge Organiser



Key Vocabulary

Quiet

Lullaby Italian

crescendo
In the Hall of the 

Mountain King
Peer Gynt

ff

pp



L.O:
To know that Edvard Grieg composed ‘In the Hall of the Mountain 
King.’
To know the story behind the music.
Success Criteria:

• I can explain what dynamics are.
• I can sing at different dynamics.
• I can recognize dynamic changes.

Here are today’s key words:

Crescendo
In the Hall of the Mountain King
Peer Gynt
Fairy Tale
ff
pp



Teach
In the Hall of the Mountain King is a piece of music written 
by Edvard Grieg.  

It is based on a fairy story that was turned into a play and 
Grieg was asked to compose the music for the play.

It tells the story of a young boy called ‘Peer Gynt’ who falls 
in love with a girl.  Peer Gynt is not allowed to marry the girl.
He runs away into the mountains but is captured by trolls 
who take him to their king.  The king wants him to marry his 
own daughter but says that Peer Gynt must become a troll.
Peer Gynt tries to escape but is chased by the trolls and 
runs into the troll king.



Talk Task

At the end of the story Peer runs into 
the troll king.

With your talk partner talk about what 
might happen next.



Task

Draw a story map of Peer’s journey as he tiptoes 
and then runs through the mountains chased by the 
trolls.
Think about the dynamics of the music and label 
your story map with ‘p’ and ‘f’ as Peer runs along the 
path.

Step for depth.
We can write ‘pp’ when the music is very quiet and 
‘ff’ when the music is very loud. Add crescendo 
when gradually getting louder.



And finally…

Hot or cold detective-
identify dynamic changes

An object is hidden in the classroom while one child is out of 
the room. 
The child comes back into the room to search for the object.
The other children clap or play an untuned classroom 
percussion instrument to show whether the ‘detective’ is 
getting closer or further away from the hidden object.
Louder clapping or playing means the detective is getting 
closer to the hidden object.
Quieter clapping or playing means the detective is getting 
further away from the hidden object.

.


