
Spring 2 Week 2 
Week Beginning 

1/3/2021 

OUTCOME: TO USE THE LANGUAGE OF 

COMPARISON AND TO WRITE A DIARY 

EXTRACT IN CHARACTER 



Word of the day – exaggerated 
“The supervisor…let out a deep sigh, before replying with exaggerated 

respect.” p43 

Write another sentence using the word. 

These words have a similar meaning, think of sentences that might 

include them. 

overstated 

inflated 

hyperbolic 

embellished 

 

 



Sounds of the week-er and -est   

Task: Read the words.  
Think of other adjectives that use the suffixes –er and –est in their comparative and superlative forms. 











How is the countryside different from Rome?  
What details are we given of the landscape?- rows of flowers and vegetables, chickens 
scraping in the dust. How can we use comparative and superlative adjectives to compare these 
landscapes? 

big 
old 

busy 
dusty 

narrow 
wide 

 

These adjectives can be used as comparatives by adding the suffixes –
er and –est. Can you think of others following this rule? 



What have you learned about the countryside and the journey? 
Complete the sentences using comparatives and superlatives. 
 
We made an------- start, -----------than the builder’s carts and wagons. 
The fields in the Sabine hills were ---------, dotted with coloured flowers. Iliona thought that 
the fields of Mytilini were -----------.  
We left Rome in complete darkness. As the sun rose the field became---------- and----------. 
The sun became --------- and ---------until at midday it was scorching. The--------- I had felt 
since leaving Greece. But the air was clean and fresh and as we got further from Rome it 
became…….  
 
early  brighter  hottest  pretty   prettier   lighter   hotter    earlier  
 
Copy out the passage and fill in the comparative and superlative adjectives. Finish the 
description by adding two extra sentences. Remember you are making a comparison between 
the city environment and the country estate. 
 
  
  

LO: to use comparative and superlative adjectives 



Word of the day-expression 

‘He had the expression that I once saw on the face of a stag as it fled 

from the hunt.’ 

What does the word mean? 

 

Day 2 



Look at the way these adjectives are 
used to make comparisons.  
• the suffixes are  –er and –est 

 
• Than is added to the comparative 

adjective. 
 

• If the adjective is unchanged the 
word more is inserted. 
 

• The word most is added to  
superlative adjectives that are 
unchanged. 
 

Think of other adjectives that can be 
used in this way. 
 
 





What do you think Apollo’s life is like? 
What evidence do you have? 

LO: to compare Iliona’s life with Apollo’s. 

Choose adjectives and verbs to describe Apollo’s life and physical condition. e.g. thin, bruised, 
crushed, scared, scarred, caged, confined, subdued, quiet,  submissive, downcast, cowed, 
damaged, aching, wounded, hurt, restrained, restricted, cruel, harsh 
 
How can these words be used to make a comparison? 
 
How does this life compare with the life Iliona has?  
She begins saying, “Having seen me sulking and kicking my heels about my tasks, my master 
asked me what the matter was.”  
 
Would Apollo be given this opportunity? 



 
 
Whilst both Iliona and Apollo are enslaved, Apollo’s life is far more constrained. He is thinner 
than he was and is obviously kept in far harsher conditions. When Iliona first reached the 
master’s house, she viewed her overseer as cruel and brutal, it seems clear that Apollo’s bailiff 
is far_______ and more brutal. 

LO: to compare Iliona’s life with Apollo’s. 
 
Copy and complete this comparison. 







Word of the day- glacier  

Glacier: any large mass of perennial ice that originates on land by 

the recrystallization of snow or other forms of solid 

precipitation and that shows evidence of past or present flow.  

Day 3 



Sound of the week- er-est 

Find the meanings of these words. 
 
Now see if you can find four more of your own. 

alpine, ancient, white, enormous, great, huge, immense, 
large, massive, mighty, vast, sparkling, hostile, majestic,  
awe inspiring, soaring, frozen, biting, numbing, freezing, 
mountain, rocky, peaks, slippery, deep, crisp, sharp…. 



Complete the history before Today’s Lesson - The Punic Wars 
 
Hannibal crossed the Alps encountering many obstacles along the way. 
Describe the Alpine scenery. 

The majestic, snow capped, peaks soared into the bright blue 
sky. Rocky crags and mirrored, icy glaciers, stretched into the 
distance, as far as the eye could see.  
The glaring sun, gave light, but little heat. Harsh, biting, 
freezing winds blew across this constantly changing landscape.  
 
 
 
TASK: 
Use this model and the word bank to write a description of the 
Alpine landscape. 



Word of the day- undaunted 

ADJECTIVE 
Meaning: not intimidated or discouraged by difficulty, danger, or 

disappointment. 
 

"they were undaunted by the huge amount of work needed" 

 

 

  

 

Day 4 



Sound of the week- er-est 

Superlatives are used to describe the most extreme or end of the continuum.  
Try using some to describe Hannibal’s journey. 



Carthaginians Diary 

The Journal of Hannibal  
Helen Delaney 

DAY 1 

I will defeat the Romans, in memory of my brave, warrior father, and for my own glory. The Romans see 

themselves as the rulers of the world. They may be excellent soldiers, but they will never imagine the 

plan I have created. 

Since my Father’s death I have been planning. This morning I shared and began to brief my commanding 

officers. To expand beyond the Mediterranean, we need to look beyond our mighty conquering navy. 

Surprise is everything in war! The expedition I have planned, will be daring, courageous and unequaled. It 

will lead to a glorious victory, and then everyone will know that Hannibal is the greatest soldier and the 

ruler of the mightiest Empire. 

 DAY 7 

Preparations are almost complete. I have amassed 90,000 foot soldiers, 12,000 cavalry men and our 

secret weapon, 37 magnificent war elephants. Our elephants are the wonder of the world.  



DAY 25 

I will use the fruits of my glorious victories in (New Carthage) Spain and  (Gaul) France. I will 

crush the Romans in their own land, and Carthage will rule the world. 

Today we advanced further across these lands. We had quickly moved from our Carthaginian 

strong holds across the swampy plains and into Gaul.  We entered Gaul, proceeding from the 

coast towards the mountains in the distance. The air is cooler and the land more alien to us. The 

fields here are greener and there is a constant breeze.  

My body is tired, but my mind is focused upon my daring plan. I have allies amongst the Gaulish 

tribes, their knowledge has been invaluable in learning about the terrain we will cover. They told 

me about the rivers and mountains, where to cross and who I should trust. 

 



Day 39 

The river (Rhone) wasn’t as wide as it becomes further north in the Barbarian lands. It was a 

challenge, but as seafarers it was one we could master. We built rafts and also traded with locals 

for their boats and strange coracle crafts. With our fleet prepared we loaded up: horses, men 

and our war elephants. 



DAY 30 

The local tribes hate the Romans, too. Their understanding of this strange, cold, 

soaring, inhospitable landscape is vital to our success. Today I approached the 

Allobroges tribe, they are wild and warlike. I quickly noticed the hatred, where 

brother fights brother. Brancus appeared stronger and more willing to work with me. I 

think befriending Brancus could be my route to victory. 

DAY 35 

What a momentous day! Helping Brancus was a brilliant move! He got control of his 

tribe and we got the supplies we needed. We would never have coped without the thick 

clothing and food. We had nothing that could protect us from these biting winds and 

limb numbing white ice. 

How different this is from the warmth of our Carthagian (African) homeland. Clothed 

in strange skins we went onward, undaunted. My passion for victory warmed me. 

The towering peaks of the mountains stood before me and my arduous journey began. I 

overcame ice covered crags. Today I progressed further in my quest to conqueror. 



LO: to explore diary form and the thoughts and actions of characters. 

TASK: 
Map Hannibal’s thoughts and feelings on the picture map. 
 
Remember to carefully read the journal and look back at 
the Punic Wars Y4 History. 



Word of the day-terrain 

 

NOUN 

a stretch of land, especially with regard to its physical features. 

“They were delayed by rough terrain." 

Day 5 



LO: to write a diary extract in character  
 

TASK: 
Read the journal extracts again and add any information to your notes. 
Choose one day of Hannibal’s journey and try to imagine the scene. 
 
Using the thoughts and feelings notes from yesterday’s lesson  – write a 
diary entry for one of the days of Hannibal’s journey. 


