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GARDEN WATCH 



What are ‘garden birds’? 
‘Garden birds’ are any species of bird that visit our gardens for food and 
shelter on a regular basis. Every garden attracts a different set of birds 
depending on the plants, trees and shrubs present, whether extra food is 
provided, what water sources there are, and what the surrounding habitats 
are like. 
Which birds am I likely to see in my garden? 
 
 
 
 

Starling 
Adults are oily-black with a purple-and-
green sheen, and tiny, beige spots in 
winter. Juveniles are dark grey-brown. 

House sparrow 
Males are streaky brown above and grey 
below, with chestnut-and-white wings, a 
black bib and a grey cap. Females and 
juveniles are duller. 



Blue tit 
Greeny-blue above and yellow below, with 
a blue cap, white cheeks, black eyestripes, 
and a blue tail and wings 

Blackbird 
Males are black with a yellow bill and 
yellow ring around the eye. Females and 
juveniles are dark brown. 

Woodpigeon 
Grey above, with a pink breast, white neck 
patch and white patches on the wings. 



Goldfinch 
Gingery-brown above and pale below, with 
black-and-yellow wings, a black crown, 
white cheeks and a red face. 

Chaffinch 
Males have blue-grey crowns, brown backs 
and pink breasts. Females are brown, with 
white shoulder patches and wingbars 

Great tit 
Green above and yellow below, with a 
black head, white cheeks, and black stripe 
down its breast. 



Robin 
Brown above, with a white belly and red 
breast. Juveniles are mottled gold and 
brown. 

Long-tailed tit 
Black, white and pink above, and pale pink 
below, with a long, black-and-white tail, a 
white head, and a broad, black stripe 
above the eye. 

Other species that visit gardens include carrion crows, magpies, 
jackdaws, collared doves, dunnocks, wrens, song thrushes, greenfinches, 
coal tits, swifts, house martins, and green and great spotted 
woodpeckers. 



How can I encourage birds to visit my garden? 
 

Whether you have a small, city patch or acres of fields, you can 
encourage birds to visit your garden: 
 
Put out suitable food on a bird table and in feeders – even one that sticks 
to a window will do the trick! 
 
Birds eat different things: try seeds for sparrows and finches, fat balls for 
tits, and fruit and worms for thrushes and robins. As long as it’s not 
mouldy, you can also pop out leftovers like fruit cake, unsalted nuts, and 
over-ripe apples and pears 
 
The amount of food you need to supply will vary depending on the season 
and weather; try to put out only what will get eaten, so there’s nothing 
left to go off 
 
Don’t forget to provide fresh water (in saucer or even bin lid will do) as 
well, and make sure you clean feeders and tables regularly to avoid 
disease 



L.O: to explore and use classification keys. 



TASK: Keep a tally of all the birds you see in your garden or local 
area. 
Once you have done this, try making a classification key like the one 
below. 
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TASK: Read the information you have been given. 
 Create a fact file detailing the life and achievements 
of Marie Maynard Daly. 
 
There are lots of scientists featuring in news and 
daily lives, find out about another scientist who 
inspires you. 
 
 


