
Lesson 6 – Gustav Holst 



Year 4 
Spring 1 
Lesson 6 Gustav Holst: 

The Planets Made 
Him a Star 

http://www.avemariasongs.org/aves/H/Holst.htm
https://www.kulturvideo.com/The-Planets-Gustav-Holst-p/d4384.htm


    Let’s   Listen                                                                                        https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_v8G0fo4Ws 

 
    What instrumental families can you hear in this piece of music?  

  
Where do you think this piece might be played?  

 
How does the music make you feel? Why?  

 
What are the dynamics?  

 
Were there lots of instruments playing or just one?  

  
What is the tempo?  

 
What style of music do you think this is?  

 
What is the general texture of the piece?  

 
Have you heard it before? 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_v8G0fo4Ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_v8G0fo4Ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_v8G0fo4Ws
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N_v8G0fo4Ws


Prior Learning 
Think back to all our learning on the Seven Movements 
of the Planet Suite by Gustav Holst.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/see-all-eight-planets-in-one-night/&psig=AOvVaw2z0YM7jycBLl7F8Mi0FzIo&ust=1575749905394125


Our Knowledge Organiser 



Key Vocabulary 
Gustav Holst – British Composer, arranger and 
teacher. 
 
Pluto – Dwarf planet in the Kuiper belt. 
 
Colin Matthews – British Composer.  



L.O: To review learning on Gustav Holst.  
       To create a composition on the planet earth.  

 
 

Here are today’s key words: 

 
Gustav Holst 

 
Pluto 

 
Colin Matthews 



Teach​ 
Within the music of the planets, planet Earth was not 
included because we live on planet earth and Gustav Holst 
was focusing on planets that are in outer space.  Pluto was 
not discovered until 1930 and so this was not included in the 
suite, however in 2000 the British composer Collin Matthews 
was asked to write a piece of music which is known as ‘Pluto 
the Renewer’ which is what we listened to at the beginning of 
the lesson.  



Task  

Listen to Pluto from the planet suite  
 
Research: Pluto the Roman god.  
 

Pluto is the god of the 
underworld in Roman mythology. 
Pluto was also the god of wealth 
because diamonds and other 
jewels come from underground. 
A myth about Pluto is that he 
took Proserpina , who was the 
daughter of Ceres , to the 
underworld to be his wife. 



Listen and sing to the backing track from BBC teach- Rocking Romans. 
Try writing an additional verse including the Roman god - Pluto 


