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Gustav Holst 
‘The Planets made 

him a star.’ 
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Let’s listen     -     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR2JlDnT2l8 
 

What instrumental families can you hear in this piece of music? 
 

 Where do you think this piece might be played? 
  

How does the music make you feel? Why? 
 

What are the dynamics? 
 

Were there lots of instruments playing or just one? 
 

What is the tempo? 
  

What style of music do you think this is? 
 

What is the general texture of the piece? 
 

Have you heard it before? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR2JlDnT2l8


Prior Learning 

Think back to last weeks lesson when we 
looked  at Gustav’s first movement of the 
planet suite; ‘Mars’. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DGGQcOKTNeX0&psig=AOvVaw2JA07mEt_xkUZVaUlsJt3b&ust=1575404826722000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDip73ml-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Our Knowledge Organiser 



Key Vocabulary 

Gustav Holst – British Composer, arranger 
and teacher.  
Composer – Author of music. 
Venus – The second planet from the sun 
and closest in size to earth.  
Ascending – To rise/go up. 
Eerie – Strange, mysterious and 
frightening. 
Vaughn Williams – English composer.  



L.O: To listen and respond to Holst’s composition on the planet Venus.  

 
 
 

 
 
Here are today’s key words: 

Gustav Holst   
Composer  

Venus  
Ascending  

Eerie  
Vaughn Williams  



Teach​ 
  Today we are going to be focusing  on the piece Gustav 

Holst composed based on the planet Venus whose 
character name is ‘The Bringer of Peace.’ 
 
The cool blue Venus follows angry red Mars. The music 
is slower and beautifully eerie, complete with relaxing 
tunes played on harps and flutes, shimmering strings, 
and ethereal solo violin passages to call to mind the 
Roman goddess.  
 



Teach 
‘Venus’ is the second movement of ‘The Planets’ . Think 
about the following things when you listen to the piece 
of music: 
 
• The rhythm you can hear. How does this compare to 

Mars? 
• What instruments can you hear? Do they differ to the 

instruments used in Mars? 
• How does the music make you feel? 
• What are the similarities and differences between 

Venus and Mars? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Hpb2gp4mtc ‘Venus’ by Gustav 
Holst.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Hpb2gp4mtc


Task - 

Can you use or improvise a percussion 
instrument to accompany Holst’s 

Venus?  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D5Hpb2gp4mtc&psig=AOvVaw01Wb5sYJUoMK_64cVOIduh&ust=1575405937489000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCnvM7ql-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK


And finally… 

​ 

  
 

Next lesson we will be looking at 
the planet Jupiter! 
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