Lesson 4 - Gustav Holst - Planets made him a star

Lezzon 4: Gustav Holst - "The Planets mode him a stor”
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Year 4

Spring 1 Gustav Holst

Lesson 4

'"The Planets made
him a star.
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Let's listen

What instrumental families can you hear in this piece of music?

How does the music make you feel? Why?

What are the dynamics?

What is the tempo?
What style of music do you think this is?
What is the general texture of the piece?

Have you heard it before?


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR2JlDnT2l8

Prior Learning

Think back to last weeks lesson when we
looked at Gustav's first movement of the
planet suite; 'Mars'.

Gustav Holst The Planets - I. Mars The Bringer of War



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3DGGQcOKTNeX0&psig=AOvVaw2JA07mEt_xkUZVaUlsJt3b&ust=1575404826722000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIDip73ml-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE

"o S Gustav Holst
. GUSTAV HOLST 21 September 1874 - 25 May 1934

_"The Planets

20®

Written between 1914-1916
by British composer Gustav Holst

y

Composer Gustav Holstwho was bornin 1874in
Cheftenham where has Father was a mussc teacher
which was a big inspiration for Gustav, Froma
young boy Gustay was ahways interested in music
and kearnt to play the violin and piano but due to
the family being so poor Gustav’s Father had to
borrow money to send him to the Royal College of
London to study music. He aventually started to
play the Trombone instead of the piano as due to
crampin his hands playing the piano was extremely
painful. He practised the trombone whae he walked
through feelds which scared the sheap!

Within the music of the planets,
planat Earth was not included
because we fve on planet earth and
Gustav was focusing on planets that
aren outer space. Pluto was not
discovered untd 1930 and so thes
was not included in the suite,
however in 2000 the British
composar Collin Matthews was
askad to write a peace of music
which s known as Pluto the
Renawer,

‘. ‘Solar Systenf- '

The Su0



Key Vocabulary

Gustav Holst - British Composer, arranger
and teacher.

Composer - Author of music.

Venus - The second planet from the sun
and closest in size to earth.

Ascending - To rise/go up.

Eerie - Strange, mysterious and
frightening.

Vaughn Williams - English composer.



Here are today's key words:

Gustav Holst
Composer
Venus
Ascending
Eerie
Vaughn Williams




Today we are going to be focusing on the piece Gustav
Holst composed based on the planet Venus whose
character name is 'The Bringer of Peace.’

The cool blue Venus follows angry red Mars. The music
is slower and beautifully eerie, complete with relaxing
tunes played on harps and flutes, shimmering strings,
and ethereal solo violin passages to call to mind the
Roman goddess.



Venus' is the second movement of 'The Planets’ . Think
about the following things when you listen to the piece
of music:

* The rhythm you can hear. How does this compare to
Mars?

* What instruments can you hear? Do they differ to the
instruments used in Mars?

» How does the music make you feel?

* What are the similarities and differences between
Venus and Mars?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Hpb2gp4mtc 'Venus' by Gustav
Holst.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Hpb2gp4mtc

Can you use or improvise a percussion
instrument to accompany Holst's
Venus?



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D5Hpb2gp4mtc&psig=AOvVaw01Wb5sYJUoMK_64cVOIduh&ust=1575405937489000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCnvM7ql-YCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAK

And finally...

Next lesson we will be looking at
the planet Jupiter!



