
Lesson 3 – Gustav Holst



Year 4
Spring 1
Lesson 3 Gustav Holst:

The Planets Made 
Him a Star

http://www.avemariasongs.org/aves/H/Holst.htm
https://www.kulturvideo.com/The-Planets-Gustav-Holst-p/d4384.htm


Let’s Listen - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bzWSJG93P8

Very similar to Mars – Gustav Holst  - Compare and contrast

What instrumental families can you hear in this piece of music? 

Where do you think this piece might be played? 

How does the music make you feel? Why? 

What are the dynamics? 

Were there lots of instruments playing or just one? 

What is the tempo? 

What style of music do you think this is? 

What is the general texture of the piece? 

Have you heard it before?



Prior Learning

What did we learn last 
lesson?

Can you remember any 
of the character 

names?

How did each piece 
compare?

Mercury Saturn

NeptuneMars Venus

JupiterUranus



Our Knowledge Organiser



Key Vocabulary
Gustav Holst – British Composer, arranger and teacher. 

Composer – Author of music

Inspiration - Something that stimulates you to feel or do 
something. 

Mars – The red planet named for the Roman God of War.

War – A situation where two or more countries fight against 
each other over a period of time.

Imperial – Power connected with an empire. 

March – Walk in a military manner

John Williams – American composer



L.O: To listen and then compose our own version of Mars.

Success Criteria:

To identify features used in Mars.
To explore sounds and instruments.
To make musical choices when composing.

Here are today’s key words:

Gustav Holst

Mars

composer

March



Teach/Talk Task
Mars, the bringer of war.
Holst wrote this in anticipation of the outbreak of World 
War 1 and was performed immediately after the end of the 
war in 1918. 

The music tells us about the planets mood, brutal and 
frightening  (like a war). It is a march but an unusual one. 

A march usually has 4 beats (left right left right) but ‘Mars’ 
has 5 beats per bar which makes it tricky to march to.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip77yc7qHmAhVDZVAKHajZBAMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://factfinder.fandom.com/wiki/Mars&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi58dmx7qHmAhWBI1AKHSDSAPcQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://tenemu.com/reviews/bells-mars/10/2014&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824


Teach/Talk Task
Have a listen to Mars, the bringer of War –
Gustav Holst.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jmk5frp6-3Q

Think about the following things while listening to 
it:
1. The rhythm you can hear
2. How does the piece create aggression and 
angst? 
3. How does the music make you feel?
4. What are the similarities and differences to 
‘Mars’ and the ‘Imperial March.’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jmk5frp6-3Q
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip77yc7qHmAhVDZVAKHajZBAMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://factfinder.fandom.com/wiki/Mars&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi58dmx7qHmAhWBI1AKHSDSAPcQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://tenemu.com/reviews/bells-mars/10/2014&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824


Task - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jmk5frp6-3Q  

Children to work in groups using percussion instruments to 
create their own interpretation of Mars. 

Step for depth:

Use dynamics to create tension, just as 
Holst does.

Piano- quiet 

Forte- loud

Crescendo -become louder gradually.

Diminuendo – become quieter gradually.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip77yc7qHmAhVDZVAKHajZBAMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://factfinder.fandom.com/wiki/Mars&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiR493o-qHmAhUFzhoKHTgPCMUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.aliexpress.com/i/32822715065.html&psig=AOvVaw2J3OsZPdFZegiCf3ByEufQ&ust=1575753883902949


And finally…

Let’s share our compositions….

What have we learned?

Next lesson we will be looking at the planet Venus. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip77yc7qHmAhVDZVAKHajZBAMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://factfinder.fandom.com/wiki/Mars&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiR493o-qHmAhUFzhoKHTgPCMUQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.aliexpress.com/i/32822715065.html&psig=AOvVaw2J3OsZPdFZegiCf3ByEufQ&ust=1575753883902949

