
Week 2

OUTCOME: To read and analyse an 

historic story



Word of the day – tavern

“From his window, young Tranio listening to the noise humming 

from bars, taverns and shops.”

What does the word mean?

Do we use that word today? 

LO: To analyse an opening, exploring the atmosphere



Sound of the day –er
What is the sound?
Can you think of words containing this sound?

Can this sound be made in any other way?



How Roman cities were designed and built - KS2 History - BBC ...

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zq49wm

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrEZ7kwj3pdllwARi0PxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByOHZyb21tBGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzcg--/RV=2/RE=1568341936/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bbc.co.uk%2fbitesize%2fclips%2fzq49wmn/RK=2/RS=iGDy9VVddDxd9Z7.Fe567i.0xn8-






Escape from Pompeii

How is the calm atmosphere achieved? Explore the use of 

adjectives and powerful verbs. Collect “calm images” – gentle 

breeze caressing, birds singing etc.

Task: Think of as many words as you can to create a calm 

atmosphere.

What is the impact of “massive and looming”?

Explore the scene and collect images to create potential 

threat. e.g. “in the distance” “a faint rumble,”



A rhetorical question 
A rhetorical question is a question asked to make a point, rather 
than get an answer.
If you have ever been late, someone might say: 'What time do 
you call this?' This person doesn't want an answer to the 
question. They are making the point that you have arrived at an 
unacceptable time

Examine the rhetorical question: “Could anything feel safer?”

Task: Create a rhetorical question suggesting threat.
e.g. Could anything threaten their happiness? 
What could disrupt this beautiful moment?



Day 2

Word of the day looming

What does the words mean?

“He could see Pompeii’s greatest protector looming in the 

distance.”

Can you make a simple sentence using the word?

Explore alternative words for looming

Impending, approaching, imminent…



Sound of the day -oo

What is the sound? 

Think of other words containing this sound.



Does the letter combination oo always make the sound in looming?

What sound do you 
hear in these words?







LO: to examine the purpose of an opening and to explore 

characterisation.

What did we learn from yesterday’s opening passage? – think 

about atmosphere and threat.

What is the function of an opening?

• In the beginning, the writer establishes- information about 
the setting - where and when the story is set; with a little 
description about it and some characters introduced.

Look back at yesterday’s lesson and see if you can spot this.



Reading  

What did you learn about Tranio? 

What sort of boy do you think he is?

What does the word “sneak” suggest? 

What do we know about his family?

What does that make you think and why?



What do we learn about Livia? 

.

Is life for a Roman boy and girl 

like yours? 

How is it the same?

How is it different?

What do you think about the 

expectations for boys and girls?

Collect all the information you have 

about each character?

Task: Create a mind map for 

each character.



Day 3

Word of the day-strutting

“To begin with, Tranio enjoyed watching sword fights and strutting

clowns.”

What part of speech (type of word) is the word of the day.



Powerful verbs

Go back through the passage collecting the powerful verbs.

Explore changing them from present to past tense e.g, strutting- strutted
looming- loomed

Task: Think of verbs for each spelling rule.







LO: to explore how historical details are used to establish time and 

place (setting)

What do we learn about Tranio and Livia’s lives? 

What does this tell you about the Roman town they live in? 

What do you think Tranio will do next? Why?

Look for historical details – words, jobs, pastimes…

What details are given about the place?



Create a glossary

Definition of glossary : a list that provides definitions for the difficult or 

unusual words used in a book

tremor –

earthquake –

Vesuvius –

theatre –

citizens –

knuckle-bones –

acrobats -

Task: Create your own definitions for these words from the story.



Day 4

Word of the day- quivered

“The stone steps creaked, the flaps began to rattle and the 

buildings quivered.”





1. What's their name? (Try to think of a 
name used in Ancient Rome)

2. How does the character behave?

3. What do they like to do?

4. How old are they?

5. What do they feel and what are they 
thinking?

Can you think of some more things you should 
know about your characters?

Asking questions can help you create a new character.

Task: create new Roman characters for your own story.
Try looking at BBC Teach Roman Voices  https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/history-ks2-
roman-voices/zdy32sg



Day 5

Words of the day-legend

What type of word is this?
Can it be changed into another type of word by adding a suffix?  















V Which two verbs describe how the basket moved along the river?

I Which characters do you think were kind? Give reasons for your answers?

How did Rome gets its name?

E Explain why Rome was a good place for people to settle and build? 

Why do you think it is good to be surrounded by hills?

R What is a legend?

When is it thought Rome was founded?

Which river is Rome located next to?

S Summarise the legend and founding of Rome in 4 sentences.

LO: to comprehend a non-fiction text
Task: To answer the questions below.
VIPERS
Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Summary


