Lesson 2 - Gustav Holst

Lesson 2: Gustav Holst : 'The Planets made him a star’

Knowledge Task

Objective/goal

Lesson Detail

Vocabulary

Task:

Ask the children to
work in groups and
match the character
names to the planet
while listening to
each of the pieces of

To know about the
composition ‘The Planet
suite’' by Gustav Holst.

To listen and respond to
the seven movements of

‘The Planets. music.

Children to share
their ideas to the
whole class and then

listen to the music
again revealing the
answers and discuss
why they were given
their names.

Begin lesson listening to a sample of:_The Sorcerers Apprentice’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4yH4B9deok written by Paul Dukas which is a similar piece of
music from 20 years earlier that is similar to the style of the music Gustav wrote for the planet
Uranus.

Prior Learning: Link to geography and science with planet terminology.

Teach - Written between 1914-1916 by British composer Gustav Holst, ‘The Planets' represents all
the known planets of the Sclar System seen from Earth at the time, and their corresponding
astrological character, including Jupiter and Mars. Gustav loved space and wanted to explore the
planets so much that he went into space using purely his imagination. He gave the planets character
names for example Mars is ‘The bringer of war." Explain to the children that we are going to have a
look at the planets and the music Gustav wrote about them. (Please see information about the

planets on the powerpaint, slide.)

Task - Show power point slide that shows pictures of the planets with their names and the
character names in a separate box. The character names represent each of the planets.

Ask the children to work in groups and match the character names fo the planet while listening To
each of the pieces of music.

Children to share their ideas to the whole class and then listen to the music again revealing the
answers and discuss why they were given their names.

Plenary:

Explain to the children that in the next few lesson we will be focusing on some of the planets and
looking at them in more detail. Next lesson the focus planet will be 'Mars'.

Gustav Holst - British Composer, arranger
and teacher,

Composer - Author of music

Inspiration - Something that stimulates you
to feel or do something.

Solar System - The bound system of the sun
and the objects that orbit around it.

Space - The expanse that exists beyond
earth that includes the other planets.

Relevant Musicians:

Gustav Holst

Paul Dukas.

Suggested Resources:

‘The Sorgerers Apprentice’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4yH4B9deck Paul Dukas.

https://www.lpo.org.uk/creative-classrooms-connect/holst-s-the-planets-for-key-stage-2.html - Samples of music for each planet.
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http://www.avemariasongs.org/aves/H/Holst.htm
https://www.kulturvideo.com/The-Planets-Gustav-Holst-p/d4384.htm

Where do you think this piece might be played?

How does the music make you feel? Why?

Were there lots of instruments playing or just one?
What is the tempo?
What style of music do you think this is?
What is the general texture of the piece?

Have you heard it before?



Prior Learning
Do you know any planet names?
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Written between 1914-1916
by British composer Gustav Holst

1

Composer Gustav Holstwhowas bornin 1874in
Chedtenham where his Father was a mussc teacher
which was a bhig inspiration for Gustav, Froma
young boy Gustay was ahways interested in music
and learnt to play the violin and piano but due to
the family being so poor Gustav’s Father had to
borrow money to send him to the Royal College of
London to study music, He aventually started to
play the Trombone instead of the piano as due to
cramp in his hands playing the piano was extremely
pamful. He practisaed the trombone whae he walked
through feelds which scared the sheep!

Within the music of the planets,
planat Earth was not included
because we fve on planet earth and
Gustav was focusing on planets that
are in outer space. Pluto was not
discovered untd 1930 and so thes
was not included in the suite,
howeverin 2000 the British
composer Collin Matthews was
asked to write a peace of music
which i known as Pluto the
Renawer,
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Key Vocabulary

Gustav Holst - British Composer, arranger and
teacher.

Composer - Author of music

Inspiration - Something that stimulates you to
feel or do something.

Solar System - The bound system of the sun and
the objects that orbit around it.

Space - The expanse that exists beyond earth
that includes the other planets.



Success Criteria:
- Use appr'opr'ia're music VOCC(bLIlC(f‘Y.

- Describe, compare and evaluate the composition.

Here are today's key words:

Gustav Holst
inspiration
Solar System

Space




Teach/Talk Task

Written between 1914-1916 by British composer Gustav
Holst, "The Planets’ represents all the known planets of the
Solar System seen from Earth at the time, and their
corresponding astrological character, including Jupiter and
Mars.
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https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=&url=https://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/see-all-eight-planets-in-one-night/&psig=AOvVaw2z0YM7jycBLl7F8Mi0FzIo&ust=1575749905394125

Teach/Talk Task

Gustav loved space and wanted to explore the planets so
much that he went into space using purely his imagination. He

gave the planets character names for example Mars is ‘The
bringer of war.’

MARS

THE BRINGER OF UAR



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip77yc7qHmAhVDZVAKHajZBAMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://factfinder.fandom.com/wiki/Mars&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi58dmx7qHmAhWBI1AKHSDSAPcQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://tenemu.com/reviews/bells-mars/10/2014&psig=AOvVaw2zm-qzxoh-z1TXNYU-lzHx&ust=1575750500681824

Teach/Talk Task

1. Mars
Angry and ominous, Holst's first movement represents the

Roman god of war, Mars. The craggy rhythms and pulsing
drum beats give the music a military feel.




Teach/Talk Task

2. Venus

The cool blue Venus follows angry red Mars. The music is
slower and beautifully eerie, complete with relaxing tunes
played on harps and flutes, shimmering strings, and ethereal
solo violin passages to call to mind the Roman goddess.




Teach/Talk Task

3. Mercury

Flighty and fast, the lively Mercury is quick and powerful in
equal measure. The high-pitched harp, flute, and glockenspiel
tunes hop, skip, and jump throughout the suite's short
duration - usually just over four minutes.




Teach/Talk Task

4. Jupiter

As the round-faced cheery uncle of all the planets, and king
of the gods, Jupiter is impressive and majestic. The swelling
brass and slow waltzing strings are met with moments of

poighant beauty in the glorious tune now known as 'T Vow to
Thee My Country'.




Teach/Talk Task

5. Saturn

A favourite movement of Holst's, Saturn is quite a shift
from the positive music heard in Jupiter. The opening is slow
and almost unsettling, until the music expands into a heavy
march.




Teach/Talk Task

6. Uranus
Starting with four brassy notes, Uranus shifts from heavy

timpani blows to a boisterous gallop. The full orchestra
shows the impressive power of this icy planet, represented
in Greek mythology as the god of the sky.




Teach/Talk Task

7. Neptune

When Holst scored this work as a piece for piano duet, he
used an organ to represent this planet - the piano, he
thought, couldn't portray a planet as mysterious as Neptune.
Beautiful harp and string melodies slide over each other,
until Holst brings out the crowning glory: a mystical choir,
which gives the music an other-worldly quality.




TGS k = https://www.lpo.org.uk/creative-classrooms-connect/holst-s-the-planets-for-

key-stage-2.html (clips of each planet) - freeze powerpoint screen and play clips for task.

What can you hear?
Werite it down...

The Bringer of War
The Bringer of Peace
The Winged Messenger
The Bringer of Jollity
The Bringer of Old Age
The Magician
The Mystic

Mercury Saturn

Uranus

Neptune



And finally...

Step for depth.

Add musical terms to describe each piece.

For example, dynamics Mars - begins pianc
orte. Or tempo - slow/fast/moderate.

What have you discovered?

Mars, the Bringer of War
Venus, the Bringer of Peace
Mercury, the Winged Messenger
Jupiter, the Bringer of Jollity
Saturn, the Bringer of Old Age
Uranus, the Magician

Neptune, the Mystic

builds to



http://gallery.nen.gov.uk/asset57424-.html

