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Chapter 1 - Chilblains and Semolina Pudding

1. What does the speaker tell us about butterflies as the chapter begins?

2. How did the speaker come to see the butterfly lion?

3. How does he describe the butterfly lion?

4. What age was the speaker when he saw the butterfly lion?

5. Does the speaker like boarding school?
   Why/why not?
   Does it sound appealing to you?
   Give reasons for your answer?

6. Who is Basher Beaumont?
7. Why is the narrator, "more miserable than I had ever been before"?
Would you feel the same way, in his position?

8. What does the speaker decide to do about his situation?
    Does this sound like a good idea to you?

9. How does the narrator get off the school grounds?

10. Where does he plan to go next?

11. Describe the "high brick wall" beyond the grass verge.
     What do you think, lives behind it?

12. Describe the gateway at the bend of the road.
13. Why does the speaker push open the gate?

14. What will happen if he is caught running away?



15. How will he get to the train station?
     Is this a better idea than going along the road, do you think?

16. What are your first impressions of the narrator, based on this opening        chapter?
     Include examples in your answer.

17. If you were the illustrator of this story, what illustrations would you include for this chapter?

18. How does the opening chapter arouse your curiosity and make you want to read more?
     What questions do you have, so far?
