
THE BATTLE OF 
BRITAIN

LO: to understand what the Battle of Britain 
was and its importance during WW2.



The Battle of France is over.  I expect 
the Battle of Britain is about to 

begin…let us therefore be prepared 
to do our duty so that…men will say, 

‘This was our finest hour’.

8th June, 1940

We shall fight them on the
beaches, we shall fight them on
the landing grounds, we shall
fight them in the field and in the
street, we shall fight them in the
hills. We shall never surrender.
(3rd June 1940)





The Battle of Britain

Hitler’s idea was that German bombers would 
attack British airfields and destroy all the RAF’s 
aircraft. 

Germany had good planes and well trained 
fighters. 

However the RAF were more evenly matched 
than the Germans thought.



The Battle of Britain

Throughout August 1940 the German attacks 
increased – on airfields, radar stations, factories, 
towns and ports.

The RAF lost large numbers of planes.

However the Germans had problems. They could 
only carry enough fuel to fly for 30 minutes at a 
time.



After conquering France, Britain was the next country 
Hitler wanted to invade.  

His invasion plan was known as Operation Sea Lion.

The task of the Luftwaffe then, was to take out the British 
Air force (the RAF).



The Battle of Britain begins…

In July 1940 the German Luftwaffe began their assault on England, 
with more than twice the 600 aircraft available to the RAF.

Every day between July and October 1940 the RAF and Luftwaffe clashed over 
Britain.  

Both sides had the latest aircraft technology, however the RAF had an edge over 
the Germans with their new fighter planes: The SPITFIRE and HURRICANE.

A Spitfire MK 1



Even though British planes were slightly better, the Germans had an 
advantage.  They had more planes and pilots available.

The Germans were convinced Britain would not be able to replace 
their pilots and planes when they had been destroyed.

The Germans were wrong!

So how did Britain 
win?



Why did Britain win?

The German planes had only enough fuel to fly for 30 minutes at a time, 
and they flew close together – this made it easier for the British planes 
to attack them.

The British lost large numbers of planes, but produced 563 new planes
each month.

Although the British pilots were fewer in number than the Germans, 
they worked very hard. Pilots would have a short break then get into a 
new plane and fly again.  The men were very brave.



A drawing showing the duties of a British fighter pilot during the Battle 
of Britain 





The British also had RADAR. 

This meant the British could see when the German aircraft were 
about to cross the English Channel.  

The British fighters could therefore be in the places the Germans 
were about to attack.

This piece of technology helped to get over the fact that the RAF 
was outnumbered.

Source D: School Textbook, 1985.

Britain won because it had air defence based on new technology – radar.



On September 17th, Operation Sea 
Lion was called off.

Britain had won it’s first victory in 
the Second World War.

The pilots were known as heroes, 
and the Battle of Britain was seen 
as one of Britain’s finest hours.



Questions 

1. How would you describe Churchill’s attitudes 
towards the Germans?

2. How important was technology in helping the 
RAF win the Battle of Britain?

3. Draw a picture of Radar into your Home 
learning book and explain how it works



Task 1A
You’re going to decide 
what the main reasons as 
to why were Britain won 
the Battle of Britain. 

First you must put the 
cards in order from MOST 
IMPORTANT to LEAST 
IMPORTANT.



Task 1B


