September 28, 1940 Londen, England

ffﬂ'ﬁe@amamwwattac&ingwaqnigﬂtnaw.%edan’tmdm

| \abaum clock — the sivens axe oun wakie up call. We fnows that when
| \they sound, it’s time for work. Our hespital is on the Piccadilly
gﬂme twa staps up fram cur apartment in Covent Garden. (s we
paootﬁ#augﬁtﬁeotatmmaﬁtﬁeﬁandm‘llndeﬂg)wund,weoee

' ﬁundwdoaﬁpeap@eﬁuddﬂedmﬂmzﬁetoandﬂm FHow they can
Zee/p JU never know! Jhe curiows thing is, there are no childien

l' ‘among them. One of the saddest things abeut war is that thee axe
handly any children left in Londen. At finst, I thought pethaps
they’d been Rilled. But they are safe and sound, far awvay in the
countuyside, evacuated from the bambs and destuuction.

September 29, 1940 Londen, England

J neceived a letter from home this merning. Ma and Pa are deeply
- cancenned abiout the neports coming cvex the Utlantic. Umerica

- seems lite ancother wold away. Semetimes J long for curn

- peaceful faun in Wabama. But I fnow my work is much needed
fere.

- The English never fail to surprise me. J treated a man yesterday
wha had lest his fowse in the Latest attack. Last maenth, Ris sister
and fer family wexe killed. e was sad, of course, but strangely
uplieat teo. Jhere is a great deal of cemmunity spirit and
salidaxity fere. Jhe war has brought evewyone togethier. Jhe
English seem detevmined to not allow FHitlex ta cush their merale.
J wender what he’ll throw at them neat?!

- Well, that was the wewst night yet! The word being used fere to

Septembier 30, 1940 Londen, England

descuibie the bambing is ‘Blitz’ which means lightning. J can !
Bndevstand why new! J was tewified to be Ronest. The shy was: 1l
full of planes, bombis drwopping all areund. Ut first the Geunans
were targeting just industrial sites, Uifke the docks and factories,
isi’t safe! (t about am, there was an almighty crash, life |
thundex, an the east wing. Jhe windows of the ward shattered. My
instinct as a nuwwe was to get thewe to fielp, te see if anyone was
fuvt. I hankfully, the hospital was still standing, but a wow of i
fiauses next to it had suffered a divect hit. Nt one house remained I
mtactfffwwwaonatﬁmgﬂwu@ddauntdftﬁeﬁwemmandaumd ;




/ Questions — World War Two Diaries: The Blitz

1 ) Why were people sleeping in the Underground stations? (2)

2 ) Why did home life seem like “another world away”? (3)

3 ) Why would the Germans bomb industrial targets? (1)

4 ) What impact did the Germans hope they would have by bombing civilians? (1)

5) “The word being used frere ta descuibie the bombing is ‘Blitz’ which means lightning. J can undewtand why now!”

Why does the writer understand this now? (1)

6 ) What

do the pictures show? (2)

7 ) What words show that the English people were strong in the face of the attacks? (3)

QALLENGE: Write down a diary entry for 15t October 1940, looking at the aftermath of the previous night’s attack.
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Answers — World War Two Diaries: The Blitz

1 ) Why were people sleeping in the Underground stations? (2)
Provide marks for answers that refer to it being a safe place; and for people to escape the bombing.
2 ) Why did home life seem like “another world away”? (3)

Provide marks for three separate points such as the contrast between a city and a farm; a land at peace and a land at war; or other
relevant points such as home was in another country; her family wasn’t with her.

3 ) Why would the Germans bomb industrial targets? (2)
Provide a mark for an answer that refers to the destruction of factories making weapons to be used in war.

4 ) What impact did the Germans hope they would have by bombing civilians? (1)

Provide marks for answers that refer to the English people losing support for the war.
5) “The word being used here ta descuibie the bombing is ‘Blitz’ which means lightning. J can undewtand why now!”
Why does the writer understand this now? (1)

The skies were lit up by the bombs, like the sky on a stormy night.

6 ) What do the pictures show? (4)
S ! English children are being evacuated away

A i A milkman delivers the milk whilst firemen
- put out the fires of the previous night’s
attack. This shows that life goes on, despite
the war.

from London to escape the bombing.

7 ) What words and phrases show that the English people were strong in the face of the attacks? (3)

There are plenty to choose from in the paragraph that begins ‘The English never fail to surprise me.’ These could include
‘community spirit’, ‘solidarity’ and ‘upbeat’.

QALLENGE: Write down a diary entry for 15t October 1940, looking at the aftermath of the previous night’s attack. /




